It is well known that in man, and the other mammiferous animals, all the veins, the vena portarum excepted, are so arranged as to form a single and continued system, which conveys the blood returning from all parts of the body to the heart. In these animals, the veins which proceed from the inferior or posterior part of the body meet in one common trunk, by which the vena cava inferior is formed, and the blood conveyed straight to the heart. This arrangement of the venous system, however, obtains no other vertebral animals; and a new and peculiar system of the veins exists which is not directly united with the other veins of the body. By means of the veins which compose this sj'stem, the blood which flows back from the middle or posterior part of the body does not go directly to the vena cava inferior, and afterwards to the heart, but is conveyed either to the kidneys, or to the kidneys, and liver. This system is observed in birds, reptiles, and fishes; and its primary form undergoes three degrees of modification.

